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Question 1
A meter reminiscent of the pattern of rain is created by the repetition of words. This meter is not quite regular but not quite random either. The meter hits ear and the mind with similar imaginations again and again, in a dissimilar order, driving home the monotony of the lives of the grandmother and the child. In the poem, a rhyme scheme is created by the last six words appearing in the last lines in every stanza. A rhyming pattern is then created due to the repetitions of these words in every stanza. The following are the rhyme pattern for the first three stanzas. The poem can therefore be said to have lacked a specific form of rhyme scheme since it does not have a specific rhyming pattern.  

Stanza 1:
1………………………………………..house
2……………………………………….. grandmother
3………………………………………..child
4………………………………………...stove
5…………………………………………almanac
6…………………………………………tears

Stanza 2:
1………………………………………..tears
2……………………………………….. house
3………………………………………..almanac
4………………………………………...grandmother
5…………………………………………stove
6…………………………………………child

Stanza 3:
1………………………………………..child
2……………………………………….. tears
3………………………………………..stove
4………………………………………...house
5…………………………………………grandmother
6…………………………………………almanac
The poem can therefore be said to have lacked a specific form of rhyme scheme since it does not have a specific rhyming pattern.  
1…………………………………………..A
2……………………………………….. ...B
3…………………………………………..C
4…………………………………………..D
5…………………………………………..E
6…………………………………………..F

Stanza 2:
1………………………………………..F
2……………………………………….. A
3………………………………………..E
4………………………………………....B
5…………………………………………D
6…………………………………………C

Stanza 3:
1………………………………………….C
2……………………………………….. ..F
3…………………………………………D
4………………………………………....A
5…………………………………………B
6…………………………………………E
The poem can therefore be said to have lacked a specific form of rhyme scheme since it does not have a specific rhyming pattern.  
Question 2
Sestina by Elizabeth Bishop is a perfect example of a titular form. Bishop has used repetition in all the stanzas. The last six words of the first six lines have been repeated in each of the subsequent stanzas. These words must be the last lines and they also appear in the convoy, or the final, in any order. Even though the motive of repetition of words in the poem, structurally speaking, has been established already, the poet’s choice of words for this particular poem is a significant aspect to the resonance of the poem’s style and form. The poem has six unrhymed stanzas of six lines and a seventh stanza which has three lines. The concluding seventh stanza is referred to as the envoi.  Sestina is a six-line stanza with end-words repeating in a planned order. A seventh stanza uses all six end-words in only three lines, one at mid-point, and one at end.
Question 3 
In the poem Sestina, Bishop uses imagery to set the tone of the poem while also using diction to represent symbols in the poem that show a shift from a melancholy tone to a happier one, and uses point of view to emphasize how adults are willing to sacrifice anything for their children. Bishop’s use of imagery in lines 14-16 shows the child’s way of escaping the sadness of his/her surroundings. Since the grandmother is on the verge of tears, and is using the almanac to make jokes of it to keep herself from crying, that sets a depressing tone in the poem. The child is being distracted by the dancing “small hard tears” on the teakettle that is also being compared by the rain that “dance on the house.” This keeps the child from feeling the atmosphere of the place. This shows that the child’s attitude differs from the grandmother’s attitude which is a sad and depressing one. The author’s choice of words in the poem points out symbols that set the gloomy tone of the poem. Bishop’s choice of words in lines 37-39 emphasizes symbols by making the almanac say “Time to plant tears,” and making the grandmother sing to the “marvelous stove,” while also making the child draw another “ inscrutable house.” This choice of words makes the tears symbolize the sadness that the grandmother had in her because once the almanac said to cover up the tears, there was a shift in the grandmother’s attitude because she started sing to the marvelous stove. The adjective “marvelous” sets a brighter tone in the poem. The child kept drawing which means his/her attitude did not change at all. Bishop’s use of third point of view in the poem reveals how the grandmother was willing to suppress her emotions, so the child could remain happy. Throughout the poem, the grandmother is trying hard not to cry, so she mocks the almanac, and prevent herself from crying in front the child. Even in a third point of view, it is very evident that she is suppressing her emotions. The child is not aware of how the grandmother is feeling, and the author makes clear of that by saying that the child is drawing while focusing on unimportant things; for example, like staring at the tears of a teakettle. The author finishes the poem by portraying a scene where the grandmother is happy again, and the child remains with the same attitude. This shows how the grandmother hid her emotions to save the child from feeling the sadness that was in the house. The goal of the author was to show how sacrifice is made in order to save a loved one from something. The author uses shifts in tone to show what is being sacrificed—the grandmother’s emotions. The grandmother hides her emotions, so the child can be saved from experiencing the sadness that was in their home. Therefore, the poem’s meaning is about sacrifice.
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